A commentary on the Zinkernagel-Hengartner 'Credo 2004'.
In 'Credo 2004', Zinkernagel and Hengartner give us a food-for-thought analysis of immune responsiveness based on a 'pragmatic and empiric point of view.' The Credo 2004 postulates derived by inductive extrapolation from observation to generalization do not satisfactorily account for immune behaviour because they lack a conceptualization as illustrated here. Nevertheless, Credo 2004 is certainly valuable in a limited framework because it is based on the most likely of assumptions namely that the immune system was evolutionarily selected to protect against infectious agents, and therefore the study of pathogens will most accurately reveal how the immune system responds normally to protect. After reformulating them, the postulates of Credo 2004 are analysed with respect to their generality.